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Meeting Summary
July 8, 2025

This meeting was held via MS Teams. 
INDIVIDUALS PRESENT 

	Stacey Blank, UPMC
	Corey Edmunds, MLMC

	Ellie Folk, ACHD
	Jonathan Dayton, MRHA

	Susan Stewart, AHEC West
	John Corbin, GCHD

	Joanie Ellsworth
	Carey Moffatt, UPMC

	Jill Evans, UPMC
	Lydia Yoder, AHEC West

	Renee Knisely, LMB
	Rhonda Pick, FCRC

	Melissa Nething, ACHD
	Jennifer Smith, ACHD

	Lisa Beardsley, ACHD
	Jessica Orndoff, ACM

	Matt Thomas, MPC
	Carrie Duckworth, ACHD

	Marlene Orantes, UMD
	Mindy Bradshaw, MPC

	Lisa McCoy, UMD
	Jordan Rhoads, ACHD

	Julie Teter, AHEC West
	Lorena de Leon, MPC

	Theresa Stahl, ACHD
	Jen Ensor

	Paula McKenzie, ACHD
	Shelley Argabrite, GCHD

	Melissa Clark, AHEC West
	Tara Wetherell, MPC

	Brian Bailey, MLMC
	Wendolyn McKenzie, HRDC

	Brenda Caldwell, ACHD
	Jordan Lewis, ACHD

	Annette WoLford, Allegany Radio
	Sarah Bush, CareFirst

	Gail Kenner, ACHD
	Dr. Jennifer Corder, GCHD/ACHD

	Karlee Logsdon, TSWHC
	Michele Walker, CUW

	Brittany Helmstetter, ACHD
	


					
1. INTRODUCTIONS AND WELCOME
Stacey welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked to start with a win.

2. ADOPT MINUTES of MAY 13, 2025
Stacey asked if there were any changes or additions to the May 13, 2025, minutes. Hearing none, Theresa Stahl made a motion to accept the minutes and Carey Moffatt seconded.  Minutes were approved as submitted.

3. PRESENTATIONS:  
· Jonathan Dayton, Executive Director, MRHA
Response, Resilience and Recovery

Jonathan shared an extensive PowerPoint presentation with the group to review the Flash Flood Emergency of May 13, which impacted Westernport, Lonaconing, Barton, Luke, and areas in Mineral and Garrett Counties.  On that day, heavy rains had been predicted and were originally anticipated to accumulate to four to five inches; however, somewhere between seven and ten inches of rain fell on the impacted region.  

The initial response included setting up a Unified Command Structure to include mutual aid response from partner agencies.  The Allegany County Special Operations Swiftwater Rescue Team and members of various volunteer fire departments conducted the water rescue of 200 students plus staff trapped in Westernport Elementary.  Approximately 24 agencies responded as well as many regional partners to assist with rescue operations and reunification of families.

Governor Wes Moore visited the area on May 15 to survey the damage, and recovery efforts are ongoing.  Infrastructure damage is estimated in the multimillions.  Westernport elementary students finished the school year at FSU.  Long-term recovery efforts include infrastructure repair, grants and loans, emergency preparedness (alerts and preparedness programs), and restoration of Georges Creek.

· Brian Bailey, CEO MLMC, and Corey Edmunds, MLMC
School-Based Health Center (SBHC) Needs Assessment for Allegany County

School-based Health Centers (SBHCs) have the potential to provide additional resources for students and their families to enable students to thrive and be more successful.  Garrett County obtain grant funding to conduct an assessment for potential implementation of SBHCs, in both Garrett and Allegany Counties.

Ideally, SCHCs would be physically located in the schools; alternative care delivery methods might be a mobile delivery system or care delivered via tele-health services.  The provided services would address a range of issues for physical and behavioral health.  The ability to receive such care would be based on required parental signed consent and would include:

· Preventive health care
· Reproductive health care
· Mental health care
· Chronic disease management
· School performance

In order to proceed, as well as further develop the program parameters, a needs assessment was conducted.  Grad school students from WVU’s Graduate School of Public Health assessed health needs as well as barriers to students receiving these services.  Key findings included:

· Racial and ethnic disparities
· Healthcare shortages
· Chronic health conditions
· Mental health crises
· Chronic absenteeism

Student demographics:

· Allegany County student population: 8205
· Garrett County student population:  3455
· Predominantly white
· High rates of poverty
· High rates of single parent homes
· 5% homeless 
· Free/reduced lunch above state average
· Behavioral health issues higher than state average
· Allegany absenteeism high

Recommendations:

· Prioritize SBHCs in highest needs schools (not recommended for Garrett County)
· Expand primary, mental and dental care access
· Westernport/Georges Creek and Cumberland schools for brick and mortar SBHCs
· Pursue funding through grants, expansion awards
· Engage families and staff through awareness and outreach – focus groups, surveys, forums

4. COMMUNITY HEALTH IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CHIP) UPDATES
· CHA – Community Health Assessment
· Melissa Nething
· 2025 CHA is completed
· AlleganySpeaks.com is in progress
· Both CHA and CHIP are available on the new website, under “My Community”
· CHNA Survey Results and Focus Group Analysis were briefly reviewed

5. UPDATES 

· Cancer Committee Update:  Ellie Folk, Director of Cancer & Tobacco Cessation Programs, ACHD

· Appointee Exemption Forms must be completed if you’ve never done so.
· CPEST (Cancer prevention, Education, Screening and Treatment) is able to provide transportation and support person.
· New colorectal cancer screening performance measures to increase the number of males screened.
· Some Allegany County partners have been contacted for potential data availability (no personal health information).

6. PARTNER ANNOUNCEMENTS & UDPATES
· None noted.

7. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting is scheduled for September 9, 2025, at 1:30 p.m.  A meeting reminder will be sent.  
8. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 2:57 p.m.
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