Tobacco Coalition Quarterly Meeting
January 16, 2025, at 3pm (virtual)
In attendance:
· Ellie Folk- ACHD Cancer Program/ Infectious Disease
· Heather Deurr- ACHD Healthy Families Allegany
· Melissa Geatz- ACHD School Nurse Assistant Director
· Tricia Evix- ACHD WIC Program Director
· Theresa Stahl- ACHD Dietician
· Sara Ahmed- MDH Coordinator of Special Programs
· Blair Innis- Maryland Legal Resource Center
· Jill Evans- UPMC Pulmonary Clinic
· Tracey Leonard- ACPS Supervisor of Health, Physical Education and Athletics
· Lisa Moran- Priority Partners MCO
· Jordan Lewis- ACHD Director of Prevention and Promotion Programs
· Tennille Haines- Member of the Metropolitan AME Church in Cumberland, MD
· Gail Devore- ACHD Dental Program
· Karlee Logsdon- Tri-State Women's Health Center
· Corey Edmunds- Mt Laurel Medical Center
· Jordan Rhoads- Prevention, ACHD Behavioral Health
· Pamela Devore- ACHD School Nurse Director
· Paula Fuller- Allegany College of Maryland Director of the Respiratory Program
· John Keller- ACHD Addictions, Peer Recovery Specialist
· Kaitlyn Morral- Frostburg State University Brady Center

Absent: 
Brittany Milbourne-Friend- UPMC Western Maryland Community Wellness Coordinator
Carole Mooreland- Cumberland Housing Authority
Christina Burke- Frostburg State University Brady Center
Daniel Snyder- Judy Center
Kerri Caporale- The Caporale Group
Robyn Miltenberger- Project YES Coordinator, Mt Ridge High School
Jonathan Dayton- Md Rural Health Administration (Executive Director)
Tyler Bittinger- Sheriff's Department
Sarah Bush- CareFirst Community Health 
               Janice Cannon- YMCA Family Center
Christina Glenn- ACHD WIC
Lawrence Carter- MDH Chief of Health Promotion, Education and Tobacco Prevention
Carolyn Campbell- School Health Nurse
Hailey Guillot- CHOW Chronic Disease
Jennifer Ensor- Cumberland Housing Authority
Panagis Galiatsatos- JHH Critical Care Pulmonologist
Paula McKenzie- ACHD Cancer Program/Chronic Disease/Tobacco Program Director
Renee Kniseley- Local Management Board


1. Opening: Members were welcomed and asked to sign-in in the chat box. The meeting started at 3pm. 

2. Review of Minutes: Minutes from the October 2024 meeting were approved without corrections or additions. The coalition agenda and minutes will now be posted to Allegany Speaks website under the tobacco program action groups tab.
3. Presentation by: Paula Fuller Program Director and Professor of the Respiratory Program at Allegany College of Maryland.
Paula spoke on how the students at Allegany College of Maryland use grant monies provided by MDH to educate youth on the dangers of tobacco/vape use. She also did a slide presentation. If you are interested in viewing it, please reached out to Paula at pfuller@allegany.edu
Jill Evans from UPMC pulmonary clinic asked Paula if she had tried to get into the private schools of Allegany County to reach those students for tobacco education.  Paula said she had reached out to Calvary but had not heard back. Jill suggested reaching out to Jennifer Flinn at Bishop Walsh.
4. Tobacco Program Updates
a. Grants:
· Enforcement- For fall of FY25 Allegany County had 10 tobacco vendor failures. Those vendors had further education done by Jennifer Smith and then a repeat check done by the Sheriff’s Department. 
· CRF- Jennifer is working on getting a speaker to come this spring to all 4 middle schools.
· PATCH- All but 2 contracts for FY25 have been signed. Jennifer started working with Reproductive Health at the Allegany County Health Department to educate women of childbearing age/pregnant women on tobacco prevention/cessation.
              b. Partners
· A reminder to all tobacco partners, please submit via email your plans/invoices for FY25 so Jennifer can get a check to you to begin work.
· Haley Guillot- Tobacco/Chronic Disease: 
Haley wanted Jennifer to remind members of the coalition that TOPS meets on Tuesdays at 5:00pm and Wednesdays at 10:30am at the Allegany County Health Department and Thursdays at 1:00pm in Frostburg at Meshach Frost Village. She is always looking for new members to join a TOPS group. 
A tobacco education grant opportunity is open for community partners. Please e-mail Haley at  haley.guillot@maryland.gov for the application if your organization is interested in doing any kind of tobacco education initiative. 
· Theresa Stahl-
Made an announcement that the group she runs previously named “Tobacco Stress Management” will now be “Stress Management Support” due to of lack of interest. It will meet on the 4th Wednesday every month from 4:30-5pm at the Allegany County Health Department. Please contact Theresa at theresa.stahl@maryland.gov if you have any questions or want to refer someone.
New Tobacco Updates:
· Maryland Legal Resource Center (LRC)- Reported by Blair Inniss 
Blair stated the Maryland legal session began on January 8th and there are over 700 bills submitted thus far. She anticipates there will be more. The one bill for tobacco that the LRC is keeping an eye on is regarding smoking in multi-family homes. She also stated that cannabis has a bill that would allow cannabis and food to be served in the same establishment. The LRC meets on Tuesdays via a zoom call at 11:30am. They also have a legislative tracker available. If you would like to have access to the tracker or a link to the zoom meeting, please reach out to the LRC at publichealth@law.umaryland.edu
6. Roundtable/Questions/Suggestions: 
· Recruitment for new members: We will be looking to recruit new student members to make suggestions and help advocate for local youth for the upcoming school year. Paula Fuller asked if she could open this up to the students at Allegany College of Maryland. Jennifer thought that would be an excellent idea.
7. Closing: Next meeting is Thursday April 17, 2025, at 3pm 


Minutes Submitted by Jennifer Smith, RN


