Tobacco Coalition Quarterly Meeting
April 16, 2026, at 3pm (Allegany County Health Department-conference room)
In attendance:
· Jennifer Smith- Tobacco/CPR Coordinator ACHD
· Jordan Lewis- ACHD Director of Prevention and Promotion Programs
· Jordan Rhoads- Prevention, ACHD Behavioral Health
· John Keller- ACHD Addictions, Peer Recovery Specialist
· Hailey Guillot- Chronic Disease/HHA Coordinator
· Jennifer Kessel- School Health Nurse
· Theresa Stahl- ACHD Dietician
· Ellie Folk- ACHD Cancer Program/ Infectious Disease
· Paula Fuller- Allegany College of Maryland Director of the Respiratory Program
· Blair Innis- Maryland Legal Resource Center

Absent: 
Carole Mooreland- Cumberland Housing Authority
Christina Burke- Frostburg State University Brady Center
Daniel Snyder- Judy Center
Jonathan Dayton- Maryland Wellness
Tyler Bittinger- Sheriff's Department
Sarah Bush- CareFirst Community Health 
               Janice Cannon- YMCA Family Center
Lawrence Carter- MDH Chief of Health Promotion, Education and Tobacco Prevention
Panagis Galiatsatos- JHH Critical Care Pulmonologist
Sara Ahmed- MDH Coordinator of Special Programs
Tennille Haines- Member of the Metropolitan AME Church in Cumberland, MD
Karlee Logsdon- Tri-State Women's Health Center
Kaitlyn Morral- Frostburg State University Brady Center
Renee Kniseley- Local Management Board
Carrie Duckworth- Coordinator of Special Programs ACHD
Dental Hygienist, ACHD Dental Program
Charity Saweikis- Resident Services Coordinator Housing Authority of the City of Frostburg
Christina Rust- ACHD WIC
Lisa Moran- Priority Partners MCO
Corey Edmunds- Mt Laurel Medical Center
Jill Evans- UPMC Pulmonary Clinic
Heather Deurr- ACHD Healthy Families Allegany
Jennifer Ensor- Cumberland Housing Authority
Sophia Swift- Meshach Village Student 
Tracey Leonard- ACPS Supervisor of Health, Physical Education and Athletics



1. Opening: Members were welcomed and asked to sign in. The meeting started at 3pm.
2. Review/Approval of July Minutes: Minutes from the January 2026 meeting were approved without corrections or additions. The coalition agenda and minutes will be posted to Allegany Speaks website under the tobacco program action groups tab.
3. Presentation: Kylan Kelly, RN/BSN- (WIC/Communicable Disease) Gave an update on the ACHD Heal Mobile. She spoke about services that will be provided on the van and who may access those services. Kylan also provided a flyer with a QR code to scan for access to the calendar with upcoming events. If you are interested in having the Heal Mobile attend an event, please call the main health department line at 301-759-5000 and ask to speak to someone who works on the Heal Mobile or visit myalleganyhealth.org/healmobile
4. Tobacco Program Updates:
a. Grants 
· Enforcement- Allegany County tobacco retailers received a second round of “21 or None” education by an NGO in February. The Sheriff’s Office finished the Spring compliance checks last week. They reported 2 retailer failures. One retailer will be referred to the ATCC. Both retailers received further face-to-face education from Jennifer Smith and had a second compliance check, which they both then passed. 
· CRF- Haley and Jennifer have been busy doing outreach at many community events over the past few weeks. Dr. G from Johns Hopkins visited 4 county schools in March. His presentation was very well received by students at Bishop Walsh, RESTART, Mt Savage and Career Center.
· PATCH- PATCH MOU’s have been signed by all grant partners. Jennifer ordered Bibs with the slogan “No Puffing around Me” and has distributed them to Children’s Medical Group and Menchavez Pediatrics. Upcoming community baby showers will be on May 4th at Rocky Gap and May 8th in Lonaconing.
              
 b. Partners
· Haley Guillot- 
The youth tobacco billboard contest has wrapped up with 3 winners. Those billboards should be up in the community very soon. 
5. New Tobacco Updates:
· Maryland Legal Resource Center- Blair Inniss provided an update on 3 bills:
SB 249: Tobacco Product Licensees – Additional Licensure for Electronic Smoking Devices (PASSED)​
· Requires that any entity that manufactures, distributes, or sells electronic smoking devices must obtain a separate license instead of acting under their existing cigarette or OTP license.
· There is no fee for the new license as long as a business already has a cigarette and/or OTP license.
· Effective October 1, 2026.
SB 279: Baltimore City - Cigarettes, Other Tobacco Products (OTP), and Electronic Smoking Devices - Local Laws Authorization (PASSED)
· Gives Baltimore City local authority to enact and enforce local laws that regulate the sale and distribution of cigarettes, other tobacco products, and electronic smoking devices.​
· This one is specific to Baltimore City but could be a format for other counties to use and force statewide action.
· Effective October 1, 2026.
· The LRC is happy to support any county that is interested in taking up the issue next session.
HB 766 / SB 623: Retail Tobacco Businesses and Establishment of a Premium Cigar Lounge Alcoholic Beverages License (Maryland Premium Cigar Lounge Act of 2026) (FAILED)
· This is the cigar bar bill you’ve likely heard the LRC mention in the past.
· Established a Class C-PCL (premium cigar lounge) alcoholic beverages license for use by licensed tobacconists​
· Allowed customers to consume alcohol brought onto the premises while smoking premium cigars or pipe tobacco​
· Exempted qualifying establishments from the Clean Indoor Air Act​
· We anticipate this coming up again next session in 2027

6. Roundtable/Questions/Suggestions:
· Ellie Folk, RN (Cancer Program Director) spoke on April being oral cancer awareness month. She spoke on the statistics, who is at risk, possible signs and symptoms, and what you can do to prevent oral cancer and resources available to our local community. 
· Theresa Stahl, RDN, LDN, FAND: Offers monthly nutrition classes to support the community and those quitting smoking or wanting to quit smoking. Classes include Mindful Eating, Taming Your Sweet Tooth, Healthy Meal Planning on a Budget, and Stress Management Support Group with Chair Yoga. These meet on Tuesdays from 5-6 pm. For more information, visit the ACHD Nutrition webpage at https://myalleganyhealth.org/nutrition/ or call Theresa Stahl at 301-759-5270.
7. Closing: Meeting was adjourned at 3:40pm
*Next meeting Thursday July 16, 2026, at 3pm virtually. 
*Minutes Submitted by Jennifer Smith, RN
